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An Act respecting the City of London
Assented to June 29th, 1987
Whereas The Corporation of the City of London, herein Preamble
called the Corporation, hereby applies for special legislation
in respect of the matters hereinafter set forth; and whereas it
is expedient to grant the application;
Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario,
enacts as follows:
1. In this Act, Definitions
"abatement agreement" means an agreement made under
subsection 2 (1);
"abatement order" means an order made under subsection
4(1);
"city clerk" means the clerk of the Corporation;
"council" means the council of the Corporation;
"land" means real property;
"officer" means an officer appointed under subsection 3 (1);
"owner" means the person registered on title in the proper
land registry office as owner.
2.—(1) The Corporation and the owner of any land within Abatenient
the City of London may enter into an agreement respecting
abatement measures to reduce or eliminate the hazard from
methane gas in or upon the land.
(2) An abatement agreement entered into under subsection Registration
(1) may be registered against the land to which it applies. °
agreeme
(3) A registered abatement agreement shall be deemed to Registered
be a covenant running with the land and, subject to the ^^^°iand
Land Titles Act and the Registry Act, the Corporation may r.s.o. i980,
cc. 230, 445
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enforce the provisions thereof against the owner and any per-




(4) The Corporation and the owner of land to which an
abatement agreement applies, whether or not the abatement
agreement is registered against the land, may amend the
abatement agreement by one or more supplementary agree-




(5) The Corporation may discharge or release an abate-
ment agreement and, where the abatement agreement is reg-




3.—(1) The council may by by-law appoint an officer of
the Corporation, identified in the by-law either by name or
position, for the purposes of this Act.
Inspection
(2) Subject to subsection (3), an officer and any person act-
ing under the instruction of an officer may, at all reasonable
times and upon producing proper identification, enter and




(3) Except under the authority of a warrant issued under
section 16, an officer or any person acting under the instruc-
tions of an officer shall not enter any room or place actually
used as a dwelling without requesting and obtaining the con-
sent of the occupier, first having informed the occupier that
the right of entry may be refused and entry made only under
the authority of a warrant.
Abatement
order
4.—(1) Subject to subsection (2), an officer may make an
order respecting abatement measures where the officer is of
the opinion, upon reasonable and prabable grounds,
(a) that a hazard from methane gas exists in or upon
any land; and
(b) that the actions specified in the order are necessary
in order to reduce or eliminate the hazard from




(2) An officer who proposes to make an abatement order
shall serve notice of the proposed abatement order, together
with written reasons therefor, in the manner specified in sub-
section (4), and shall not make the abatement order until fif-
teen days after the service of the notice.
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(3) The person to whom the officer proposes to direct the submissions
abatement order may make submissions to the officer at any offiSI^^*^'^^
time before the abatement order is made.
(4) An abatement order shall be directed to and served Service of
upon the owner of the property and, if the land is not occu- oSer™^"^
pied by the owner, the abatement order may, in the discretion
of the officer, be directed to and served upon the occupier or
upon the person who has the care or management of the land.
(5) An abatement order,
(a) may require the installation and proper mainten-
ance of such safeguards as the officer considers
appropriate, including but not limited to, gas venti-
lators, gas detectors, and alarm or other warning
devices;
(b) may require the vacating of the property or a speci-
fied part of the property until the safeguards are
installed and operating properly;
(c) may specify the time when or the period of time
within which the person to whom the abatement
order is directed must comply with the abatement
order;




(e) shall inform the person to whom it is directed that
the person is entitled to make oral or written sub-
missions to council, or a committee thereof, if writ-
ten notice of the intention to make submissions is
mailed or delivered to the officer and the city clerk
within fifteen days after the abatement order is
served on such person.
(6) The abatement order shall be deemed to have been Order
confirmed upon the expiration of the fifteenth day following JS&Sed
service of the abatement order unless notice has been given
under clause (5) (e).
5.—(1) An officer may by supplementary order amend, suppie-
cancel or reconfirm an abatement order and this Act applies ™de^
with necessary modifications to a supplementary order.
(2) Subsections 4 (2) and (3) do not apply. Idem
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(a) if the officer proposes to make a supplementary
order cancelling an abatement order; or
(b) if the officer proposes to make a supplementary
order amending or reconfirming an abatement order
and the person to whom the abatement order was






6. The owner, occupier or the person who has the care
and management of land to which an abatement order applies
may serve the officer with a written request, together with
reasons therefor, to amend or cancel the abatement order
and, if the officer fails to make a supplementary order within
thirty days after the service of the request, the officer shall be
deemed to have refused the request and to have made a sup-
plementary order reconfirming the abatement order.
Authority
of council
7.—(1) If a person gives notice in writing under clause
4 (5) (e), the council shall afford such person an opportunity
to make oral and written submissions to the council and coun-
cil may by resolution confirm, vary or cancel the whole or any
part of the abatement order.
Authority
of committee
(2) As an alternative to the requirement set out in sub-
section (1), the council may provide by by-law for a commit-
tee of the council to receive oral and written submissions from
a person to whom an abatement order is directed and, upon
receiving the submissions, the committee shall, as soon as
practicable, make a written report to the council and council,
after considering the report, may by resolution confirm, vary
or cancel the whole or any part of the abatement order.
Further
(3) The couucil may require the committee to receive fur-
submissions
^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ written submissions on the whole or any part of
the abatement order before the council decides to confirm,
vary or cancel the abatement order.
Proceeding (4) jf a pcrson givcs noticc in writing under clause 4 (5) (e)
abince of t)ut docs not make any submissions when afforded an oppor-
submissions tunity to do SO, the council and its committee may proceed




(5) A decision of council confirming, varying or cancelling
the abatement order shall be directed to and served upon the
owner of the property and, if the land is not occupied by the
owner, may, in the discretion of council, be directed to and
served upon the occupier or upon the person who has the care
or management of the land.
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8.—(1) A person who has given notice in writing under Appeal to
clause 4 (5) (e) may appeal the decision of council to the
"^^
District Court within fifteen days fi-om the service of the deci-
sion of council on that person.
(2) An appeal under subsection (1) may be made on ques- Powers of
tions of law or fact or both and, appeal
(a) the court may confirm, vary or revoke the decision
of the council; or
(b) the court may refer the matter back to council with
such directions as the court considers proper.
(3) A decision of the council made upon a reference under ^^n
clause (2) (b) is not subject to appeal and is not subject to council not
clause 9 (c).
9. The operation of an abatement order is stayed and is
not binding upon the person to whom it is directed,
(a) until the expiration of the fifteenth day following
service of the abatement order on such person
where the abatement order is deemed to have been








(b) until the expiration of the fifteenth day following
service of the decision of the council on such person
where the abatement order is confirmed or varied in
whole or in part by the council under subsection
7 (1) or 7 (2) and where no appeal to the District
Court is made within the intervening period under
subsection 8 (1);
(c) until the judgment of the District Court where the
abatement order is confirmed or varied by the court
on appeal; or
(d) until the service upon such person of a decision of
the council made upon a reference under clause
8 (2) (b).
10.—(1) An abatement order, as deemed to have been Re&^ration
confirmed under subsection 4 (6), as confirmed or varied by Crder^^"*^°
the council under subsection 7 (1) or 7 (2) or, as confirmed or
varied by the court under clause 8 (2) (a), may be registered
against the land to which it applies.
(2) A registered abatement order shall be deemed to be a Registered
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Act and the Registry Act, the Corporation may enforce the
provisions thereof against the owner and any person acquiring




(3) Where an abatement order is registered and the
requirements of the abatement order are satisfied, the city







11.—(1) Notwithstanding section 112 of the Municipal Act,
the council may pass by-laws for providing for the making of
grants or loans to the owner of land to which an abatement
agreement or abatement order applies to pay for the whole or
any part of the cost of any actions or safeguards specified or
required in the abatement agreement or abatement order.
Content of
by-law
(2) A by-law passed under subsection (1) may,
(a) determine the rate of interest on any loans and the
repayment thereof;
(b) fix the period over which the loans shall be repaid
to the Corporation; and
(c) prescribe such terms and conditions to the making
of the grants or loans as the council considers
appropriate.
Lien on land 12.—(1) A certificate signed by the city clerk setting out
the amount loaned to any owner under a by-law passed under
section 11 and any relevant provision relating thereto,
together with a description of the land in respect of which the
loan has been made, sufficient for registration, shall be reg-
istered against the land and thereupon the amount and inter-




(2) Upon repayment in full to the Corporation of the
amount loaned and interest thereon, a certificate signed by
the city clerk showing the repayment shall be registered





13. The unpaid amount of any loan made under a by-law
passed under section 11 and any accrued and unpaid interest
may be added by the city clerk to the collector's roll and col-





14.—(1) If the council is of the opinion that an abatement
agreement or abatement order is not being complied with or is
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not likely to be complied with promptly, the Corporation, in
addition to all other remedies,
(a) has the right to take any action specified in the
abatement agreement or abatement order and for
this purpose to enter in and upon the land from
time to time with its employees and agents; and
(b) is not liable to compensate the owner, occupant,
any person to whom the abatement order is directed
or any person having an interest in the land by rea-
son of anything done by or on behalf of the
Corporation under this subsection.
(2) The amount of the expenses incurred by the Corpora- Recovery of
tion under subsection (1),
expenses
(a) may be recovered from the owner or the occupant,
or both, of the land, with costs, by the Corporation
in a court of competent jurisdiction; or
(b) if not paid within sixty days after a demand to the
owner or occupant for payment, may be entered by
the city clerk in the collector's roll and collected in
the same manner as municipal taxes.
(3) Where the amount of the expenses is entered in the col- Lien on land
lector's roll under clause (2) (b), a certificate signed by the
city clerk setting out the amount together with a description of
the land to which the expenses relate, sufficient for registra-
tion, shall be registered against the land and thereupon the
amount and interest thereon shall be a lien or charge upon the
land.
(4) Upon payment in full to the Corporation of the amount Discharge
and interest thereon, a certificate of the city clerk showing the charge
°^
payment shall similarly be registered against the land and
thereupon the lien or charge is discharged.
(5) Where an amount recovered by the Corporation under Recovery by
this section from an occupier of land is, between the occupier "^^"P'^'^
and the owner of the land, the responsibility of the owner, the
occupier is entitled to recover the amount from any other
amount due from the occupier to the owner.
(6) Where an amount recovered by the Corporation under Recovery by
this section from an owner of land is, between the owner and
"^^"^
the occupier of the land, the responsibility of the occupier, the
owner is entitled to recover the amount from the occupier or
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Deleting
registrations
to add the amount to any other amount due from the occupier
to the owner.
15. Where an instrument has been registered,
(a) discharging an abatement agreement under sub-
section 2 (5);
(b) discharging an abatement order under subsection
10 (3);
(c) discharging a hen or charge in respect of a loan
under subsection 12 (2); or
(d) discharging a Hen in respect of expenses under sub-
section 14 (4),
the land described in the discharging instrument is not
affected by the discharged instrument and the land registrar
may delete the entry of the discharge instrument in the
abstract index or register of the land described.
Issue of
warrant
16. Where refusal or resistance is made or is likely to be
made,
(a) to an officer, or any person acting upon the instruc-
tions of an officer, in respect of an entry and inspec-
tion; or
(b) to an agent or employee of the Corporation who is
taking any action specified in an abatement agree-
ment or abatement order,
application may be made to a justice of the peace for a war-
rant under this Act with or without notice to and in the pres-
ence or absence of the owner or person to whom an abate-
ment order is directed, and the justice of the peace may issue
a warrant directing the sheriff or any other person whom the
justice of the peace considers suitable to put down the refusal
or resistance to entry or to taking any action specified in the
abatement agreement or abatement order.
Service 17.—(1) Any notice, order, resolution or other document
required to be given or served under this Act is sufficiently
given or served if delivered personally or sent by registered
mail addressed to the person to whom delivery or service is
required to be made at the latest address appearing on the
records of the Corporation.
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(2) Service by registered mail shall be deemed to be made Mem
on the fifth day after the day of mailing.
(3) If service cannot be effected under subsection (1), the Substituted
service
notice, order, resolution or other document may be posted in
a conspicuous place on the land affected by the order and by
so posting the notice, order, resolution or other document is
sufficiently given or served.
18. A time prescribed by this Act for serving, delivering or Extension or,^ ^ ' ^. , J-- abndgementgivmg any document, notice, order, reasons, decision, of prescribed
request, submission, resolution or by-law may be extended time
before or after the expiration of the time prescribed or may be
abridged,
(a) by consent in writing; or
(b) by an order of the District Court obtained on
motion.
19.—(1) No action or other proceedings for damages or immunity
otherwise lies or shall be instituted against an officer or any ™
°^
person acting under the instructions of an officer or against an
employee or agent of the Corporation for any act done in
good faith in the execution or intended execution of any duty
or authority under this Act or for any alleged neglect or
default in the execution in good faith of any such duty or
authority.
(2) Subsection (1) does not relieve the Corporation of lia- Corporation
bility in respect of a tort committed by an officer or any per- of uabiuty
son acting under the instructions of an officer or by an
employee or agent of the Corporation to which the Corpora-
tion would otherwise be subject and the Corporation is liable
for any such tort as if subsection (1) were not enacted.
20. Every person who fails to comply with a provision of offence
an abatement order is guilty of an offence and on conviction is
liable to a fine of not more than $2,000 for every day such
offence occurs or continues.
21. Where an abatement order is contravened and a con- Power to
viction entered, in addition to any other remedy and to any ^^^h/n
penalty imposed under section 20, the court in which the con- conviction
viction has been entered, and any court of competent jurisdic-
*"*®^^
tion thereafter, may make an order prohibiting the continua-
tion or repetition of the offence by the person convicted.
22. Where an abatement agreement is breached or an Po^^r to
abatement order is contravened, in addition to any other rem- ^^ ^
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edy and to any penalty imposed under section 20, such contra-
vention may be restrained by action at the instance of the
Corporation.
Commence- 23. This Act comcs into force on the day it receives Royal
ment a ^
Assent.
Short title 24. The short title of this Act is the City of London Act,
1987.
